Topic: Analyzing Tragic Hero Traits in Othello
1. Othello was the earliest known Western play with a black main character. Othello is a highly capable military leader and is reputable within the Venetian society. However, he is unable to appropriately handle his personal life. Othello is a tragic hero because he holds high position in society, possesses a fatal flaw in his character, and often exhibits a distorted perception of reality.
2. Main Idea: Othello is a tragic hero because of his stature and high position.
A. His position in society makes his decisions have a far-reaching impact.
B. He is decisive in military environments but seems unable of identifying when he is being manipulated in his personal life.
C. He exhibits nobility but it is ultimately not enough to prevent his downfall.
3. Main Idea: Othello possesses a fatal flaw in his character.
A. He is highly sensitive to insecurities of his personal life.
B. His insecurities make him vulnerable to the deceitful plots of Iago.
C. He does not possess the same considerate traits he shows in his military life.
4. Main Idea: Othello has a distorted perception of reality.
A. He assumes that people within his military circles cannot deceive or manipulate him.
B. He does not consider the underlying reasons why Iago could be manipulating him.
C. He is blinded by a narrow understanding of life where every person only ever speaks the truth, even when it involves major accusations against his wife.
5. Conclusion: Othello is a tragic hero despite his evident capabilities as a leader in society. He shows that he can easily succumb to manipulation. He does not know how to handle his insecurities. Othello is a tragic hero because he does not a reasonable understanding of the realities of life. He has a flaw in his character which makes him trust his military personnel more than his own wife. He is also a tragic hero because his high position in society set him up for a major downfall.
